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Client
Bedford Borough Council

Location
Bedford Town Centre

Services Provided
Historic Buildings

Date of Completion
Spring 2008

Key Issues

* Bedford Conservation Area Character Appraisal
* Bedford Conservation Area Management Plan
* Review of Boundary

¢ Public Consultation

The character appraisal and management plan
relate to an exceptionally large conservation area
focused on the current town centre. Fourteen
distinct character zones were identified in order to
provide a clear account of the varied nature and
special qualities of the overall area.

The conservation area encompasses the extent of
the pre-industrial town, which straddled the River
Great Ouse at a strategic river crossing point on
an ancient north-south route, where much of the
medieval street pattern survives, superimposed
on the layout of two fortified Saxon burhs. It also
covers sizeable areas that were developed during a
period of rapid expansion in the C19.

The character appraisal is a substantial document,
produced in accordance with the published English

Heritage guidelines and includes recommendations
about changes to the designated boundary.

The related management plan provides a workable
framework to safeguard the special character and
interest of the area. Policies and proposals cover
a wide range of issues including skylines, buildings
at risk, the sensitive control of new development,
shop-fronts, open space and traffic management.

The introduction of one or more Article 4 Directions
is envisaged to enable the Council to resist small
scale but incrementally harmful change.

Before being finalised, the documents were the
subject of a consultation exercise, which included
an exhibition and public meetings. CgMs worked
closely with the Borough Council throughout
and subsequently received a further commission
to carry out pre-designation appraisals for three
additional areas in Bedford.



